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man with a disease, or put a lying spirit into his heart.
Boys imagine that they are to reconcile such a
character with the all-loving Father whom Christ
revealed, not so much by explaining Him, as by
exhibiting His nature and work, that is, by doing
His will. They do not succeed in this reconciliation,
and it is well that they do not succeed, because the
two characters ought not to be combined. The
conceptions of God assumed by Old Testament
writers are imperfect. Many of them are obsolete.
They have great historical interest because they
shew how men of old sought the knowledge of God,
and how much of it, by stage after stage of discovery,
they attained. In the course of these discoveries
they were allowed to make mistakes. But the
phrases which crystallise these mistakes must not
infect the Christian's idea of God, for that conception
has been given us by Christ, and if we confuse it by
combining with it old ideas of Him, partial, dim, and
sometimes wrong, we are without excuse. I doubt
if this has been clearly enough explained to boys.
Do we give them to understand that God has left
men free to an extent which the early chroniclers
were slow to realise, that wrong-doing brings its
inevitable consequences, but that God does not
design the form and extent of every penalty ? " l

Frankly, we have not in the past guided the average
child in these directions nor in others where we
might have helped; and something of the results,
to which, alas, many in responsible positions still
wilfully blind themselves, will be indicated in suc-
ceeding pages. When school days are left behind
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